----- Forwarded Message -----
From: "Greyson, Bruce *HS" <CBG4D@hscmail.mcc.virginia.edu>
To: 'David Lynch' <dnl1960@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Friday, April 29, 2016 4:39 PM
Subject: NDE
Dear Dave,
 
I’ve completed my study of the electromagnetic aftereffects of NDEs, and I’ve attached to this e-mail the manuscript that will be published in the Journal of Near-Death Studies. 
 
I understand what you wrote about your struggle with memories of your NDE – to the extent that I can understand it without having lived it.  A lot of experiencers say similar things – that the memory of the NDE is not like a memory of a physical event, but neither is it like the memory of a dream.   As for losing your mind after the NDE, it wasn’t your mind you lost but part of your brain.  You wrote that the person you had been ceased to exist.  And in a very real sense, that is true.  One function of the brain is to filter consciousness, like a radio tuner filters radio waves, letting in only one radio station and filtering out the others.  The brain lets into awareness only consciousness of the physical world that is necessary for bodily survival.  One thing that happens in an NDE is that that filtering function of the brain breaks down, so that a much wider spectrum of consciousness comes through into awareness.  (Other things can do that, too, from psychedelic drugs to meditation to shamanic rituals.)  But once the filter has been loosened up, it never closes back up again, and that narrow range of the full spectrum of consciousness that used to be “you” is the you that ceased to exist.  The “you” that exists now is unfiltered (or, more likely, less filtered; I doubt we’re totally unfiltered until we leave the body for good).
 
As for your motto, “Dreams Make Reality Happen,” it reminds me of what Mike Grosso wrote in Final Choice: ““The New Age must begin in fantasy, for the old age is dying of reality.”
 
Best wishes,
Bruce
 
Bruce Greyson, M.D.
Carlson Professor Emeritus of Psychiatry & Neurobehavioral Sciences
Division of Perceptual Studies
University of Virginia Health System
210 10th Street, NE
Charlottesville, VA 22902-4754
Phone: 434-924-2281
Fax: 434-924-1712
E-mail: cbg4d@virginia.edu 
 
From: David Lynch [mailto:dnl1960@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Thursday, April 28, 2016 6:31 PM
To: Greyson, Bruce *HS
Subject: Re: NDE
 

Bruce,
 
It has been a minute. Last night I was pulling out of the neighborhood, and the street light beside me went off. I have not had a street light go out on me like that in a long time. 
 
My thoughts flashed back to the questionnaire that you sent me a few years back. I think there was an example of a street light turning off as you pass by them. That memory is pretty fuzzy. I did wondered how you were doing with you quest.
 
I have yet to look at your questionnaire. My first impression regarding the answer that you seek, is that my world view will bias my answers.
 
A few months before my wreck, I kept having a dream in which I get stabbed in the right kidney area. Such a strong reoccurring dream, that I wrote a note, "If I am injured and cannot speak, I do not want to go to Grady." I placed the note around my drivers license. As a result of my wreck, I ended up in Grady.
 
In the first days after my wreck, I labored with the realities of my death experience "memory". The uniqueness of the death experience memory, immediately pushed my thoughts towards the memory being a dream. The harsh reaction of my family and friends kept pushing the memory towards a cray cray dream.
 
As I was trying to get my life back together, I went to a party. Leslie Harris came up to me and said, "You do not realize how good it is to see you." She mentioned that she was with my brother the night of the wreck, and he turned to her and said, "Something happened" At that moment, I realized that my death experience memory was not a dream.
 
Instead of trying to force fit my death experience memory into the constraints of what "normal" people accept as society, my world view took a drastic turn. Suddenly, my mind could no longer see the reality that I had once lived. Everything had become a figment of my imagination. Of course, my family was convinced that I had lot my mind.
 
In many ways, I did. Even though I did not physically die in my wreck, the person that I was had ceased to exist. 
 
Your request comes at a most interesting point in my life. I have been trying to script a story about a imaginary future event. I have reached out to various individuals asking if they would like to contribute to the story. Below is my request to Mark Tremonti of Alter Bridge.
http://www.lynchphoto.com/ghosts
 
I have also reached out to Brad Arnold of Three Doors Down.
http://www.lynchphoto.com/bazar
 
One letter that has a large amount of projections, reaches out to my Computer Science teacher from college.
http://www.lynchphoto.com/harbort
 
So I will slot some time to answer your questions, but keep in mind the motto that I write on the envelope of every gift on my artwork.
 
"Dreams Make Reality Happen!"

Laters,
Dave
 


From: "Greyson, Bruce *HS" <CBG4D@hscmail.mcc.virginia.edu>
To: "dnl1960@yahoo.com" <dnl1960@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Thursday, April 28, 2016 4:12 PM
Subject: NDE
 
Dear Dave,
 
It’s been a while since we’ve been in touch, when you completed questionnaires for me about your near-death experience after your car accident in 1977.  I hope the intervening time has treated you well, and that you are enjoying good  health.
        
I appreciate very much the questionnaires you’ve filled out for me about your NDE.  You may recall that a while ago, you completed a questionnaire about certain details of your memories of your NDE.  So far, the data from that questionnaire are showing that memories of NDEs are more vivid and more detailed than are typical memories of past life events.  However, a question has been raised about whether the vividness and detail of those memories has more to do with the nature of the experience itself or with the memory of the experiencers.  That is, are memories of NDEs more vivid and detailed than memories of other events because the NDE itself is such an unforgettable event, or is it because near-death experiencers as a group have much better memories than non-experiencers do? 
        
In order to answer that question, I’d like to ask you to complete this memory questionnaire again – but this time, not about your memories of your NDE.  I’m attaching to this e-mail two copies of this memory questionnaire.  I’d like you to complete one copy with regard to your memories of some other event that happened to you the same year as your NDE (or close to that time).  
        
For the second copy of the questionnaire, I’d like you to think of some imaginary event that could conceivably have occurred around that time (but didn’t really happen), and complete the questionnaire with regard to your “memory” of that imaginary event.  For this imagined event, for example, you may want to use a dream that you had around that time, or something that you intended to do around that time but never got around to doing.  In that way, I hope to be able to compare near-death experiencers’ memories of their NDEs with their memories of other real events, and with imaginary events.  
        
I would be grateful if you would complete these questionnaires and return them to me by e-mail, fax, or regular mail.  
 
Thanks for all your help with this research.
                                        
Best wishes,
Bruce
 
Bruce Greyson, M.D.
Carlson Professor Emeritus of Psychiatry & Neurobehavioral Sciences
Division of Perceptual Studies
University of Virginia Health System
210 10th Street, NE
Charlottesville, VA 22902-4754
Phone: 434-924-2281
Fax: 434-924-1712
E-mail: cbg4d@virginia.edu 
 
